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SQUAW PEAK PRECINCT 


CRIME PREVENTION BULLETIN					





JANUARY 2008





An invitation from Andrew P. Thomas, Chief Prosecutor for Maricopa County








Squaw Peak Precinct


6206 North 24th Street


Phoenix, AZ 85016


(602) 495-5007


(602) 495-3638 (Fax)





Community Corner Highlights





301 Neighborhood Block Watch Grants applications available Wednesday, January 3- February 1, 2008





LOCATION CHANGE  2008 Phoenix Neighborhood Patrol Training - FOP Lodge #2 12851 N. 19th Ave.





January 24, 2008


 7:30 am Councilman Simplot’s breakfast –Home Town Buffet 1501 W. Bethany 





January 28 -


February 3, 2008  Super Bowl Festivities 





February 9, 2008 


East Valley Neighborhood Summit


To register call 602-506-7564





February 23, 2008


West Valley 


Neighborhood Summit


To register call 602-506-7564





Crime Summit 2008


Saturday, February 2, 2008





JOIN US FOR THE 5TH ANNUAL CRIME SUMMIT AS WE DISCUSS COMBATING CRIME IN OUR CITY





Featuring:


Councilman Tom Simplot


Councilman Michael Nowakowski


Mayor Phil Gordon


Arizona Attorney General Terry Goddard





Event registration – 7:30 a.m.


Starts 8:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.


Breakfast and refreshments provided





Valley Garden Center


1809 N. 15th Avenue


(just north of McDowell Road)





Gather with your neighborhood activists, law enforcement and government representatives to discuss crime issues at this free event.





To confirm your attendance or more information, call 602-262-7447 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:council.district.4@phoenix.gov" ��council.district.4@phoenix.gov�








Neighborhood Summit 2008


						








You are invited to participate in the third annual East and West Valley Neighborhood Summits.  The Maricopa County Attorney’s Office, along with Valley police departments, will be presenting a series of classes designed to better inform citizens about some of the





more important issues in the fight against crime.  Classes will include property crime prevention, emergency preparedness, and trends in drug use, gang awareness, scams, and more.





Participants in the summit will learn about the roles of the various agencies involved in detecting and prosecuting criminal activity.  Mr. Thomas believes it is important for law enforcement personnel to show citizens the steps they can take to reduce their chances of becoming a victim of crime.  By working together within the criminal justice system, citizens can learn how to make their neighborhoods a safer place to live.











Activities for the youth.  There will be a dedicated area for children age 5-11, and a separate program for those aged 12-17.  Crime prevention will truly be a family affair at this event.  





Additionally, a complimentary breakfast and lunch will be provided to all summit attendees.





East Valley


Saturday, February 9, 2008


Word of Grace Church


655 East University


Mesa, Arizona





West Valley


Saturday, February 23, 2008


Crosspoint Christian Church


8600 West Glendale


Glendale, Arizona





Registration – 7:30 a.m.


Classes – 8:00 a.m. to Noon


Lunch – Noon to 1:00 p.m.





To register call 602-506-7564 OR � HYPERLINK "http://www.caoconference.com" ��www.caoconference.com� 





Community Resource Team





77X Sergeant Amy O’Connell 


(602) 463-1432





Abatement Detective�
Bryant Rockwood�
(602) 534-1253�
�
Burglary Detective �
Patrick Schutte�
(602) 534-6530�
�
Burglary Detective�
Abe Flores�
(602) 495-6877�
�
Crime Free Multi-Housing�
Jill Fowler�
(602) 495-0486�
�
Programs Coordinator�
Mary Roestenberg�
(602) 495-6896�
�



Community Action Officers:





71 Area�
Monty Woods�
(602) 262-6173�
�
71 Area�
Cherilyn Toland�
(602) 495-6882�
�
72 Area�
Dave Chambers�
(602) 534-2637�
�
72 Area�
Caroline Heaps�
(602) 495-0039�
�
73 Area�
Chris Wilson�
(602) 534-2324�
�
73 Area�
Aaron Stevens�
(602) 495-5007�
�



Boundaries:





71 Area:





N�
Lincoln Drive�
�
S�
Thomas Road�
�
E�
64th Street�
�
W�
SR51�
�



72 Area:





N�
Northern Avenue�
�
S�
Osborn Road�
�
E�
West Side of SR51�
�
W�
7th Avenue�
�



73 Area:





N�
Dunlap Avenue�
�
S�
Osborn Road�
�
E�
7th Avenue�
�
W�
I-17�
�






2008 Workshops & Training


FREE





Neighborhood Services Schedule:


To register for classes call 602-534-8444





Date�
Time�
Class�
�
Jan. 24�
9-Noon�
Computer Tech 101�
�
Feb. 6�
6-8 p.m.�
Accessing City Hall�
�
Feb. 14�
6-9 p.m.�
Landlord/Tenant�
�
Feb. 16�
9-Noon�
Word Made Easy�
�
Feb. 20�
6-9 p.m.�
True Colors for Residents�
�
Mar. 6�
6-8 p.m.�
Volunteer Project Management�
�



Crime Free Multi-Housing Seminar:


To register, call or email the program coordinator: � HYPERLINK "mailto:connie.stine@phoenix.gov" ��connie.stine@phoenix.gov� or (602) 495-6897





February�
No Seminar�
�
Wednesday�
March 12�
�
Wednesday�
April 9�
�
May�
No Seminar�
�
Wednesday�
June 11�
�
July�
No Seminar�
�



Phoenix Neighborhood Patrol & Block Watch Leaders Training:


FOP Lodge #2, 12851 N. 19th Ave.





																																													


Block Watch Advisory Board:





Feb. 26    6:30-8:30pm  PLEA Office


			1102 W. Adams


Mar. 25    6:30-8:30pm  TBD


Apr. 22	   6:30-8:30pm   PLEA Office


			1102 W. Adams


May 27    6:30-8:30pm   4420 N. 51st Ave.


June 24   6:30-8:30pm   PLEA Office


			1102 W. Adams	


July 22    6:30-8:30pm   TBD





Important Phone Numbers





Emergency 911


Crime Stop 602-262-6151





Abandoned Vehicles


Private Property 262-7844


Streets, Alleys   262-6151





Block Party Permits


	      602-495-5463





Crime Records Request  	      602-261-8985





Child Safety Seat Info.


	      602-495-5007





Fingerprinting (public)


	       602-534-5024





Graffiti Reward Hotline


	     602-262-7327





Graffiti Busters


	     602-495-7014





Gang Hotline


	     602-534-4264





Impounded Property


	      602-261-8371





Neighborhood Block Watch Grant Program


	     602-262-6543





Neighborhood Clean-Ups


	      602-262-4820





Police Information Desk 


	      602-262-7626





Records Information for Public


	      602-534-1127





Silent Witness


	      602-948-6377





Traffic Complaint Hotline


	      602-534-7733





Water Safety Hotline


	      602-534-7665





Zoning Enforcement


	      602-262-7344








Mar. 15


May 17


July  19


Sept. 20


Dec.  6





7:30 am-11:30 am Block Watch Training





8:00 am-3:00 pm PNP Training





NEW TO THE SUMMIT





WORKING TO RESOLVE IDENTITY THEFT





Tax season is upon us once again and according to the Identity Theft Resource Center this means another opportunity for criminals to steal your identity.





The documents you send and receive contain all the important information criminals are searching for; your name, address, bank and financial account information and your social security number.





Here are some tips to minimize the risk of identity theft:





Paper Security – Keep your tax paperwork in a safe, locked location.  Financial documents should not be left in a vehicle.


Document Disposal – Shred all documents with a cross-cut shredder.  This includes receipts, papers with credit card account information and Social Security Numbers (such as health benefit payment and income reporting forms), and loan documents.  All these documents contain important financial information that thieves can use to convert into a new account in your name.  Keep in mind that a seven year old receipt can be used by a thief. 


Computer Security – If you file your taxes on line or store financial information in your computer be sure to update your firewall, antivirus, and spy ware software to protect yourself from invasion.  


Mail Theft Prevention – Take your tax documents directly to the Post Office.  Drop them in a box inside the Post Office.  If you use an outside Post Office pickup box, it is best practice to drop your mail before the last pick up.  Leaving mail overnight gives a thief a better opportunity to steal mail.  Don’t leave tax documents in an outgoing mail box at work. 


Tax Preparers and Personal Privacy – Be selective about who prepares your taxes.  Investigate tax preparation companies with the Better Business Bureau, especially new or seasonal offices.  Ask how your information will be stored, what computer security software is used, and if the person working on your taxes has undergone a thorough background screening.  Do you see personal papers displayed on desks?





If you feel uncomfortable go elsewhere.  	Avoid doing financial business in 	supermarket concession booths where 	others may hear or see your transaction.  	Those mini offices are not soundproof and 	criminals have been observed watching 	transactions with telescopic lenses.


Tax Time Scams – If you receive an email asking you for your Social Security Number or financial information, delete it or send it to FTC at � HYPERLINK "mailto:spam@uce.gov" ��spam@uce.gov� for investigation.  The IRS does not send emails stating you are being electronically audited.  They also do not contact you by email about refunds which require you to provide bank information.  If you have any questions about an email you received from the IRS or a letter that sounds suspicious, immediately call the IRS Taxpayers Advocates at 877-777-4778.


Employment Identity Theft – Identity theft goes beyond financial identity theft.  Sometimes your information is used for thieves to get a job.  They may be employed using your or your child’s Social Security Number.  In these situations, the IRS may send a notice indicating that more than one person is using your Social Security Number, or that you owe back taxes.  If this happens, immediately contact the IRS Taxpayer Advocates or the Identity Theft Resource Center for assistance.





For more information or help:





Identity Theft Resource Center


� HYPERLINK "http://www.idtheftcenter.org" ��www.idtheftcenter.org�





IRS Taxpayer Advocates


1-877-777-4778





Federal Trade Commission


� HYPERLINK "http://www.consumer.gov/idtheft" ��www.consumer.gov/idtheft�











REMINDER


2008 Neighborhood Block Watch Grant Applications are due February 1, 2008 by 4:00p.m. At:


 Police Headquarters


Planning and Research Bureau


620 W. Washington Street, Suite 326


Phoenix, Arizona 85003





Counter-Terrorism Information Center


Terrorism Awareness


 Vigilance in Preparation for Super Bowl XLII





Although it has been six years since the September 11, 2001 attack, it is still as important as ever for law enforcement agencies to remain vigilant and continue to identify, document and interdict threats to our communities.  The observations of citizens can help law enforcement agencies identify possible indicators of these threats.





From mid-January 2008 through mid-February 2008, Glendale, Arizona and the Valley of the Sun will host the National Football League’s (NFL) Super Bowl XLII and related events.  This event is expected to draw over 500,000 visitors including international tourists, local residents, and dignitaries (domestic and international).  At this time Arizona Counter Terrorism Information Center (ACTIC) is not aware of any known specific or credible threats and/or criminal activity directed towards the Super Bowl or Super Bowl related events and venues.  The Super Bowl is an international icon and the symbolic significance, international media coverage, and anticipated size of the event could make it an attractive target for international or domestic terrorist groups.  Other events occurring in Arizona during the same period include the Barrett-Jackson Auto Auction, the Scottsdale Arabian Horse Show, the FBR Open and the Tucson Gem and Mineral Show, all of which have some limited national interest and could be reviewed as potentially attractive targets to terrorists.  Again, ACTIC is not aware of any known specific or credible threats and/or criminal activity directed towards any of the scheduled upcoming events.





It is important to remember that terrorists are trained to “blend in” and assimilate to their surroundings.  Historically, most terrorist’s acts are well organized and meticulously planned.  Terrorists will conduct training, surveillance, logistics and “dry runs” prior to the commission of a terrorist act.  They like to strike at government and civilian targets in an effort to instill fear.  The following 8 warning signs have been identified as potential activities/indicators preceding a terrorist incident/act:





Surveillance						


Elicitation – Suspicious requests for sensitive information


Tests of Security					


Acquiring Supplies


Suspicious People Who don’t Belong		


Finances


Dry or Trial Runs					


Deploying Assets, Staging or Getting into Position





Being aware of these activities/indicators provides Law Enforcement, First Responders and citizens with the tool of knowledge to possibly prevent a terrorist act.  Observing and identifying one of these indicators and reporting it could be the critical piece of the puzzle that stops a terrorist act here in Arizona.





The ACTIC’s Terrorism Liaison Officer Program has created a DVD entitled “8 Signs of Terrorism.” The “8 Signs of Terrorism” DVD was created as a tool to help the citizens of Arizona recognize signs of terrorism.  The DVD provides descriptions/examples for each one of the signs.  Contact Officer Roestenberg 602-495-6896 for a copy of this CD.





ACTIC is requesting any information that may have impact on the Super Bowl and/or the other events, no matter how insignificant the information may seem, to be reported to the ACTIC Watch Center.  Desired information could include, but is not limited to the warning signs and can also include crimes against property and persons, fraud, and counterfeiting.  Additionally the ACTIC is interested in the following areas for event protection:





Suspicious Surveillance Activity


-	Reports of photographing, videotaping, note taking, or test of security systems of possible       terrorist targets





Suspicious Weapons Acquisition Activity


Reports regarding weapons of mass destruction, bomb making material, or large weapon acquisitions





Suspicious Transportation Activity


Reports involving aviation, rail and ground transportation (bus, taxi, etc.) that might have a terrorist nexus





Lost/Stolen Documents


Reports involving theft or missing personal documents which could be used to gain entry





Lost/Stolen Uniforms or Identification


Reports surrounding missing or stolen uniforms such as police, first responders, military, or media which could be used to gain entry 





Suspicious Vehicle Thefts


Reports regarding lost or stolen vehicle(s) which could be used as a Vehicle Borne Improvised Explosive Device (VBIED)


Stolen official vehicles (Police, ambulance, postal) cargo vehicles, delivery trucks or semi-trucks used to gain entry


Abandoned vehicles, with description and VIN in and out of event areas





Suspicious Activity with Terrorist Nexus 


Reports with a terrorist nexus and reports regarding persons who believe they know when the next attack will occur








If you have information about a suspicious person and/or circumstance that MAY be related to terrorism, contact the ACTIC by calling toll free877-2-SAVE-AZ (877-272-8329) or 602-644-5805 or via email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:actic@azdps.gov" ��actic@azdps.gov� 





Criminal Abatement Program





This program deals with residential and commercial properties that are regularly used in the commission of crime.  The goal is to stop or significantly reduce crime from a location.  This is accomplished by holding the owners and managers responsible for the activity on their property through various laws and ordinances.  These locations are most often used for drug sales, prostitution and chop shops but it is not limited to these crimes. 





For additional information, please call 


(602) 256-4303 or visit � HYPERLINK "http://phoenix.gov/POLICE/abate1.html" ��http://phoenix.gov/POLICE/abate1.html�








SafeBiz Network





The goal is to provide unparalleled communication between businesses and the police in the City of Phoenix and surrounding area.  Crime Prevention is everyone’s Business.


How we can help you:


Crime alerts and crime prevention information


Communicate with business


Safety/Awareness training


On-site inspections


Presentations/Seminars


Information resource





For additional information, please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.phoenix.gov/safebiz" ��www.phoenix.gov/safebiz� 








